
Do you want to make a good impression in the 
workplace? Do you want to boost your social life? 
Improve from the bottom up by taking care of 
your shoes.

Sloppy Shoes Stumble on the Corporate 
Ladder

Business recruiters rate good grooming as very 
important to becoming a senior executive. Fur-
thermore, these same personnel experts said 
the poorest-groomed people in their companies 
tended to be young male executives, and the best 
groomed people were the middle-aged or older 
executives.

The most common mistake — and the most dam-
aging — was unshined shoes. It shows no atten-
tion to minor details, disorganization and that 
they, “don’t have it all together.”

The number one complaint about female job can-
didates was an unfirm handshake. Number two? 
Unkempt shoes.

If You Want a Date, Shine Your Shoes

Young women are more critical of young men 
wearing scuffed shoes. Two out of three young 
female professionals indicated that unshined or 
scuffed shoes suggested negative characteristics. 
Half of the young men felt the same.

Negative character traits suggested by unshined 
shoes were sloppiness, indifference to good 
grooming and to detail in general and careless-
ness.

Your Shoes Are a Reflection of Your Person-
ality

Well kept shoes stand for professionalism, atten-
tion to detail, ambition, efficiency, conscientious-
ness, organization, confidence and friendliness.

Unkempt shoes make the wearer appear disorga-
nized, sloppy, lazy and careless.

Go Getters Get their Shoes Shined

Ninety-seven percent of ambitious young profes-
sionals recognize shined shoes as important to 
the way they look on the job.

Ninety-eight percent of people interested in rapid 
promotion said they wear freshly shined shoes 
most or all of the time.

So, what can you do to make the best impression? 
Visit your local shoe repair shop. Each shop offers 
a complete range of products and service to keep 
your footwear looking fantastic. 

Worn heels and soles can be replaced. Dingy look-
ing uppers can be refinished. Polishes, condition-
ers, cleaners and weatherproofers can be applied 
to keep your shoes in tip-top shape. 

Shoes can also be stretched for comfort or adapt-
ed to fit unique feet so you can feel as good as 
you look.

And, most important, your shoe repair profession-
al can tell you what you need to do to put your 
best foot forward.

For more information on shoe care and to find a 
shoe repair shop near you, visit the Shoe Service 
Institute of America online at www.ssia.info.

Shine On! Successful
Suitors Sport
Well-Kept Shoes

SHOE REPAIR: It’s More 
Than You Think

Insert your store information here.


